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The next issue of Peretz Papers will be published in late August. Have a great summer!

This year’s mostly-Yiddish program features a collection of choir founder
and first conductor Searle Friedman’s choral arrangements, many of which
haven’t been performed in years. Thanks to a grant from the Jewish Community
Foundation, current conductor David Millard has edited and computerized the
body of Searle’s arrangements, thereby enabling wider distribution and pre-
serving them for future generations.

The choir is excited to announce that this year’s guest artist will be mezzo
soprano Fabiana Katz. Those who attended her performance of Yiddish,
Hebrew and Spanish songs at last October’s ¡Festival Judio! will surely agree
that you’re in for a treat. So mark your calendars—you won’t want to miss
this concert! Tickets: $15.00

Sunday June 11, 2:30 PM

Annual Spring Concert:

photo: David Friedman, June 2005

The Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir’s
Searle Friedman, Founder

Date: Sunday, May 7, 2006
Time: 2:00 pm
Place: Seniors Lounge
Couvert: $10.00
Convenor: Bluma Field

RSVP: Claire Klein Osipov, 604-325-9905

In celebration of our 60th anniversary, the Peretz Centre cordially invites you, your family and friends, to
renew old acquatinences, make new ones, and catch up on all the news, at a

NOSTNOSTNOSTNOSTNOSTALGIA TEA PALGIA TEA PALGIA TEA PALGIA TEA PALGIA TEA PARTYARTYARTYARTYARTY
complete with tea, coffee, sandwiches, home baking, entertainment
by Sheryl Smith, door prize, raffle.
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you and your family are invited to join our Sunday School families for
the first of what will become a once a month secular Friday night child-
oriented Shabbes observance.

Following a short ceremony welcoming the Shabbes with candles,
challah and wine, we will share a pot-luck supper. Then Sunday School
teacher Adele Acrech will lead the children in crafts and games, leaving
adults time to socialize.

Please note that when Family Friday night joins our program roster, it
will be in addition to our familiar adult-oriented Fraytik tsu Nakht, and
occur on a different Friday of the month.

Please RSVP Donna, 604-325-1812, and let her know what you will
be bringing to the pot luck. Or, you can pay: $7/adult, $3/child.

Please join us for our popular
monthly secular shabbes observa-
tion: Candle lighting, wine, chal-
lah, a fabulous potluck meal, and a
talk by a guest speaker.

To attend, you may bring a dish
(couples please bring double-sized
dish or two dishes) or pay $10/
person.

Please RSVP to Gallia,

604-322-6077.

Guest speakers/topics:

April 28, 6:30 PM: Carl Rosen-
berg, Latin American Jewish

Writers.

May 26, 6:30 PM: Family Friday
Night

June 16, 6:30 PM: Speaker TBA

Fraytik Tsu Nakht Family

Friday

Night

May 26, 6:30 PM

Lag b’Omer Picnic: Sunday May 14, 11:00
This year’s annual Lag b’Omer picnic will be held at Centennial Beach, Boundary Bay
Park, Tsawwassen, so that the children can enjoy a traditional bonfire.

Families will meet at the playground at 11:00. Please bring some pot luck finger friendly
food to share with the group.

Please email Adele Acrech [sw_adele@hotmail.com] to let her know that you are
coming and what you plan to bring. Or call the office: 604-325-1812.

Driving instructions:

Centennial Beach is located at 12th
Avenue and Boundary Bay Road in
Tsawwassen, Delta. Take Highway 99
south from Vancouver, and turn off south
at the Tsawwassen/B.C. Ferry exit
(Highway 17).  Turn left on 56th
Avenue and then left again on 12th
Avenue. This should lead you right to
the park.
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Delegates to this

year’s CSJO Youth and

Adult Conferences,

May 26 – 29, 2006,

Newark, New Jersey

(l–r) Leslie Dyson, Toby

Dyson, Anton Friedman,

Tammy Neuman, Heather

MacLean, Ben Neuman,

Chloe Smith, Mark Neuman,

Samantha Scott, Kerry Dyson

The Peretz Centre is very
proud of the fact that our eight
youth delegates will be leading
a workshop on “Attitudes and
Assumptions” at the CSJO
conference. Several will also be
performing at the conference’s
annual Talent Show. We
greatly look forward to receiv-
ing their reports on the confer-
ence.

The youth group would also
like to thank David Granirer
for again arranging it so that
they could volunteer at the

“What do you believe?” comedy
Friday nights at the Laughing Bean
as a fundraiser.

The last fundraiser show was April
28, but the event, at which Jewish,
Christian, Sikh and Muslim comics
offer their perspectives, takes place the

last Friday of every month at 8 PM.

Laughing Bean Coffee House,
2695 East Hastings St. (cross
street is Slocan, between Nanaimo
and Renfrew). Reservations are
recommended: 604-251-5282
Door $5.00.

Final report from last year’s CSJO Youth Conference

The 2005
CSJO
conference
in Toronto
was fun,
educational,
empowering
and many

other wonderful things.

During my time at the CSJO
conference many workshop were
held. I went to four of them. The
workshops that I went to were
JAPS (Jewish American Prin-

cesses), Jocks & Junkies presented by
the Toronto teens, being Jewish in a
Christian society presented by the
Philadelphia teens, a teens and
young adult Business Meeting, and
Jewish Improv.

All of these workshops and
meetings were really fun and educa-
tional but my favorite one was the
JAPS, jocks, and junkies. In this
workshop we were all in a room with
a piece of paper and a pen, they
asked us to write the numbers 1
through 20 then the Toronto teens

started to read out a list of different
things that have happened to
“them” or things that they do. On
each number we were asked to put
one of the 5 of their names on the
number that we thought involved
them. In the end they told us that
none of these things were true
about any of them. In that ten to
fifteen minutes every single person
in the room realized that they
stereotype people every single day.

Continued on page 4

Photo: Shane Dyson
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Wondering what to do with all that

leftover challah? Here’s an idea,

submitted by Judy Nicol-Smith:

Challah BreadChallah BreadChallah BreadChallah BreadChallah Bread
PuddingPuddingPuddingPuddingPudding

2 ½   c  2% low-fat milk
¾   c  dried tart cherries
¾   c  golden raisins
½   c  sweetened condensed milk
¾   c  sliced almonds
2 t vanilla extract
1 t cinnamon (optional)
½   t freshly grated nutmeg
¼   t salt
3 lg eggs (beaten)
8 c cubed challah or other egg-bread,
1-inch cubes (about ¾ loaf)
cooking spray
2 T sugar

1. Preheat oven to 325º F.

2. Combine the first 10 ingredients in
a large bowl. Add challah cubes,
tossing to coat. Let challah mixture
stand 10 minutes, stirring occasion-
ally.

3. Coat an 11 x 7- inch baking dish
with cooking spray.

4. Spoon the challah mixture into the
dish and sprinkle with sugar.

5. Bake for 55 minutes or until
pudding is set. Let pudding stand 15
minutes before serving.

After that we had a discussion on what was an appropriate joke or
comment to make about someone. It made me open my eyes and see how
much everyone, myself included, stereotype people.

On our four-day visit to Toronto’s Humber Collage I met many new
friends, stayed up all night, ate tons of food, had so much fun, learned so
much about Jewish secularism, Jewish stereotypes, the CSJO and their
organization, which expanded my connection to people in the world. I
want to say thanks to anyone who helped make it possible for me and
many others to go to this amazing journey. I can’t wait to go back next
year and have more wonderful Jewish experiences. I had so much fun this
year at the CSJO conference that next I hope to become a teen rep on the
CSJO conference board.

— Samantha Scott

YYYYYour Boarour Boarour Boarour Boarour Board isd isd isd isd is
working on:working on:working on:working on:working on:

♦ Aquiring art work for the Centre
♦ Improvements to stage lighting
♦ Building deficiencies
♦ 6oth Anniversary celebrations

RRRRRichard Richard Richard Richard Richard Rosenbergosenbergosenbergosenbergosenberg

HHHHHarold Barold Barold Barold Barold Bersonersonersonersonerson

TTTTTu b’Shvu b’Shvu b’Shvu b’Shvu b’Shvat Seder 2006at Seder 2006at Seder 2006at Seder 2006at Seder 2006
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Conducted by B’nai Mitsvah 07

Jeremy SmolikJeremy SmolikJeremy SmolikJeremy SmolikJeremy Smolik

Sofie NSofie NSofie NSofie NSofie Novakovakovakovakovak

Eli REli REli REli REli Redededededer-Daviser-Daviser-Daviser-Daviser-Davis

NNNNNellie Lambellie Lambellie Lambellie Lambellie Lamb

Jordan WJordan WJordan WJordan WJordan Weinbergereinbergereinbergereinbergereinberger

Eviator BEviator BEviator BEviator BEviator Bachachachachach

RRRRReid Marcuseid Marcuseid Marcuseid Marcuseid Marcus

SolaySolaySolaySolaySolaye Snide Snide Snide Snide Snidererererer

Continued from page 3
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To echo the President’s feelings, What a seder!
In spite of the usual number of glitches, the
energy in the auditorium was high and happy;
even the people at the table that didn’t get any
kneydlakh seemed to be enjoying themselves.

A general thank you to all who contributed:
hagode committee, cooks, bakers, servers,
readers, musicians (choir, David Millard,
Elliott Dainow, Katherine Headrick) clean-
uppers, and participants. You make it
possible!

Special thanks to:

Sylvia Friedman and Gallia Chud, great
organizers both of them.
Claire Osipov and Al Stein, who set a
beautiful table.
Harold Berson, Leslie Dyson, Tammy
Neuman and Victor Neuman, who organ-
ized and supervised the contributions made
by our young people, and the young people
themselves: readers Eviatar Bach, Nellie
Lamb, Reid Marcus and Solaye Snider
(B’nai Mitsvah 06 class) and general
kitchen and set up helpers, youth delegates
Toby Dyson, Kerry Dyson, Anton Fried-
man, Ben Neuman, Mark Neuman,
Heather McLean and Samantha Scott.
The Taub-Olafsen family (Ben, Annie,
Allie, Jordan and Rachael), who not only
helped in the kitchen (and it was Annie
who made those beautiful flower arrange-
ments), but brought two of their young
friends to help serve.
As always, our caretaker, Iosif Gershtein
and his family.

And a few additional thank-yous:

The Sunday School students (teachers Adele
Acrech and Josh Corber) for making the
beautiful centrepieces for the Tu b’Shvat
seder. The B’nai Mitsvah 07 students (teach-
ers Bob Heyman and Shlomo Booklin) for
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Well that was some Third
Seder! There was great
food, music, readings and
best of all lots of people
schmoozing and just
enjoying themselves.
Special thanks go to the
readers, Youth Group, the
B’nai Mitzvah ’06 students, the kitchen crew,
the Choir, the Hagode planners, and many
others.  If you have suggestions for changes,
additions, and possible improvements, please
let us know; we aim to please.

We are now well into our anniversary celebra-
tions and it is important for everybody to
participate. Next up is an afternoon tea at 2
pm on May 7, with delectables, entertainment
and delightful company. It is not to be missed.
Keep your eyes and ears open for more events,
especially this fall. And better yet, find out if
there is anything you can do to help. Be sure to
invite your friends and colleagues to visit the
Peretz Centre during our celebratory year to
see what a great place it is.

We, who are very proud of the Centre, want to
share its benefits with as wide a community as
possible. In fact, we especially dedicate this
year to outreach and community. Your help is
absolutely necessary. Spread the word and they
will come.

— Richard Rosenberg
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A Sheynem Dank!

¤

conducting the Tu b’Shvat seder.
Gloria Díaz, Sylvia Friedman, who bottled
this year’s vintage of Shloss Peretz wine;
Carl Rosenberg, who  shlepped the cartons.
Yvonne Green, who organized the Purim
Carnival.

— Donna Becker MacDermot
Program Coordinator

¤

¤
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YYYYYouthouthouthouthouth

p B’nai Mitsva ’06: May 7, 28, Jun 11
p B’nai Mitsva ’07: May 14, Jun 4, 18
p Sunday School: every Sunday, 10:30–12:30

PPPPPeretz Centre Scheduleeretz Centre Scheduleeretz Centre Scheduleeretz Centre Scheduleeretz Centre Schedule, May, May, May, May, May     —————     June ’06June ’06June ’06June ’06June ’06

Special EventsSpecial EventsSpecial EventsSpecial EventsSpecial Events

Apr. 28, 6:30 PM Fraytik tsu Nakht
May 14, 10:30 Lag b’Omer picnic
May 26, 6:30 PM Family Fraytik tsu Nakht
Jun 11, 2:30 PM Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir

Spring Concert
Jun 16, 6:30 PM Fraytik tsu Nakht

Adults and SeniorsAdults and SeniorsAdults and SeniorsAdults and SeniorsAdults and Seniors

p Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir rehearsal: Tuesdays,
7:30–9:45 PM.

p Yiddish Class: Resumes in the Fall.
p Fraytik Tsu Nakht (Friday night Secular-Humanist

Shabbes celebration), 6:30: May 26, Jun 16
p Sholem Aleichem Seniors: Fridays, 10:30 AM.

No classes May 21

We invite you to join the Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir –

call  604-325-1812 for information

 Front (l–r): Claire Osipov (alternate), Gloria Diaz

(recording secretary), Gallia Chud (past president)

Rear: Al Stein (treasurer), Richard Rosemberg (president),

Paul Meyer (corresponding secretary), Victor Neuman (vice

president), Anton Friedman (alternate)

Missing: Ben Taub, Harold Berson (members at large)

Peretz Centre Board of Directors 2005–06

We extend our condolences to the family
and friends of Dr. Pauline (Polly)

Weinstein, long-time Peretz Centre
member, member of the Outlook

collective, and well-known educator and
community activist.

We’ll miss you, Polly!
CelebrCelebrCelebrCelebrCelebratatatatate your loved onee your loved onee your loved onee your loved onee your loved one
with a commemorwith a commemorwith a commemorwith a commemorwith a commemorativeativeativeativeative

leaf or brickleaf or brickleaf or brickleaf or brickleaf or brick
Our beautiful Tree of Life,

created by Adam Berson and
located outside the Ben Chud
Auditorium, is a great way to
celebrate the life and honour
the memory of a loved one.
The Peretz Centre’s 60th

anniversary may be the perfect
time for you to add your name or

message to our tree.

As well, the Board has
decided to, with your permission, honour your substan-
tial donation to the Peretz Centre (minimum $250)
with your name or message on a leaf.

Please phone the office for more information.


