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Peretz Centre Annual Banquet

Because of the snowstorm that hit Vancouver in
late November, our annual banquet, originally
scheduled for December 2, was postponed.

Due to staff holidays, this issue of Peretz Papers
IS going to press before the new date has been
set. Tentative date: end of January/early February.
The new date will be announced via email or a
phone call, ads in the Jewish Independent, and on
our website (www.peretz-centre.org).

Thank you to the

Jewish Community Foundation
Over the years, the stage lighting and sound
system); purchase Judaic
Foundation has been very  teaching materials for our

Sunday School and AV

Jewish Community

generous to the Peretz

Centre. equipment for our B’nai
In recent years, the Mitsvah classes (still in
Foundation has funded progress); and hire a

us to hire a library music editor to computer-

ize Vancouver Jewish Folk

Choir founder Searle

Friedman’s legacy of

technician to create an
online catalogue and
label and shelve our
books; make various choral arrangements (still
in progress).

The Peretz Centre

wishes to formally ac-

security upgrades to our
building, including our
closed-circuit monitors;
install improvements to knowledge the Founda-
our auditorium (the tion’s generosity and
atmospheric lighting, express our gratitude for

Improvements to our its support.

Back by popular demand: Claire
Klein Osipov, accompanied by
Wendy Bross Stuart

Claire is trying so hard to retire, but her loyal fans just

won'’t let her!

First, she agreed to
come out of retire-
ment to perform at
our gala concert in
October, and now,
the Vancouver Jewish
Folk Choir is thrilled
to announce that she
has agreed to be the
Guest Artist at the

Vancouver Jewish
Folk Choirs annual Spring Concert, Sunday June 10,
2:30 pm.

If you missed the gala concert, or if you want
another chance to see Canadas foremost interpreter of
Yiddish songs, or if you want to experience how a
maestra brings traditional Yiddish songs and songs
[from the Yiddish theatre alive, be sure to mark your
calendars. Further details to follow.

DID YOU KNOW?
In addition to all his other activities, our President
Richard Rosenberg has performed three marriages
over the past year and a half. If you are thinking of
getting married or you know of a prospective
marriage couple who want a secular Jewish
ceremony, with perhaps non-Jewish overtones,
please get in touch with him at rosen@cs.ubc.ca.

Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture
604-325-1812

6184 Ash Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada V5Z 3G9
info@peretz-centre.org

www.peretz-centre.org



In Memoriam: Dr. Harry (Gersh) Winrob

Dr. Harry Winrob passed away
November 29, 2006 at the Vancouver
General Hospital at the age of 84.
Harry is survived by his three
children, Mark, Brian, Abbie,
daughter-in-law Gwen, son-in-law
Craig, four grandchildren, Ira, Vania,
Kyle and Owen, as well as his brother
Sam, sister-in-law Rita and many
nephews and nieces.

Harry was born in Winnipeg on
January 28, 1922, and graduated in
1943 as a Second Lieutenant in the
Canadian armed forces and served in
Canada and overseas. He graduated as
a doctor from the University of
Manitoba in 1951 and practiced
medicine in Vancouver until 1991.

Harry was a passionate collector of Canadian Inuit sculpture, Eastern Woodland
Indian art, books on native cultures, and recordings in a variety of musical styles,
including blues, classical and Jewish music. Harry recently made a significant gift of
the Winrob Collection of Inuit sculpture to the Winnipeg Art Gallery and of the Winrob
Collection of English language books on the Holocaust and other Jewish topics to the
Peretz Centre (see p. 3).

Harry also had a passion for the Yiddish language, Jewish culture and the
development of secular Jewish education, and was a former president and long time
supporter of the Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture. He was a regular at the
Peretz’ Sholem Aleichem Seniors, where he was thoroughly involved in another of his
passions: discussions of current events and politics.

A memorial service will be held at the Peretz Centre on January 28, 2007, at 2:00
pv. The family is asking that, in lieu of flowers, people make donations to the Peretz
Centre.
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The Shaya and Paula Kirman Yiddish and English Library the Library
has recently received two important collections thanks to donations from the
late Dr. Harry Winrob and from Jonathan Waddington, son of the late
Miriam Waddington. Chair of the Library Committee Al Stein and volun-
teers are in the process of cataloguing the many boxes of books you may have
noticed if you have visited the library recently.

Ms. Waddington’s collection is equally divided between English and
Yiddish editions on a variety of subjects. Dr. Winrob’s English language
collection, mostly concerning the Holocaust, contains many significant titles,
according to a knowledgeable and independent appraiser.

Once the books have been electronically catalogued, labeled and shelved,
we intend to publicize the library widely. We hope that not only our mem-
bers but the general public will find many titles of interest in our collection.

Meanwhile, check out our catalogue:

1.  Go to www.librarycom.com/opac/

2. Fill in the blanks as follows:

Library Name: Peretz Library
Branch Name: [leave blank]
Username: peretzlibrary [1 word, lower case]
Password: [leave blank]
3. Click the box to Access Library as a Guest and press ENTER.

And, if pulp paperbacks—mysteries, romance, science fiction,
fantasy, general fiction—is more your style, be sure to browse
our bookshelves in the lobby. Books cost $2 each and new titles
arrive all the time. All the money raised goes into the Youth Fund,
to help our young people get to the CSJO Conference each spring.

Synopsis of the Treasurer’s Report to the AGM,
November 19, 2006, for the fiscal year ending 8/31/06

Total revenues in 2006 were $185,916 compared with $159,411 in 2005.
The increase came mostly from rental and program revenue.

Total expenses in 2006 were $191,027 compared with $170,819 in 2005.
Most of the increase was in salaries and benefits and building maintenance.

Deficiency of revenue over expenses was $5,111 in 2006 compared with
$11,408 in 2005. However, when adjusted for depreciation, which does not
affect cash flow, the Peretz Centre ended the year with a cash balance of
$6,743 compared with $1,873 in 2005.

Internally restricted fund balances at year end were:

Sholem Aleichem Seniors Group $3,011
Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir 4856
Youth Reserve 2,294

Continued on page 5

Fraytik Tsu Nakht

Please join us for our popular
monthly secular shabbes observa-
tion: Candle lighting, wine, challah,
a fabulous potluck meal, and a talk
by a guest speaker.

To attend, you may bring a dish
(couples please bring double-sized
dish or two dishes) or pay $10/
person.

Please RSVP to Gallia, 604-
322-6077.

January 19, 6:30 pm: Gene
Homel. Canada’s “Cosmic Spine:”
Spadina Avenue and the Jewish
Presence. A look at Toronto’s
former Jewish neighbourhood, with
photos and tales. Come share your
memories and your stories.

February 16, 6:30 pm: Bernice
Kastner, Ethnomathematics. E.thno-
mathematics 1s about how math-
ematics developed in various cul-
tures throughout the world. This
presentation will focus on First
Nations topics such as Mayan
numbers and geometric ideas of the
Navaho and Sioux tribes.

Your new Board of
Directors

Elected at the AGM were:
Harold Berson, Dena Dawson,
Anton Friedman, Bernice Kastner,
Louise Miller, Victor Neuman and
Richard Rosenberg.

Alternates: Bluma Field and
Claire Osipov.

The new Board will elect the
Table Officers (president, vice
president, treasurer, corresponding
secretary, recording secretary) at the
first meeting, December 21.

January - February 2007

Peretz Papers



Memories of the 60th
Anniversary Gala
Weekend

Part 1:
Fraytik Tsu Nakht

Photos by Josh Berson

Wine

Literature
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}, A Sheynem Dank! ;,g

Q Since the last issue of Peretz Papers, we have (?

enjoyed two huge weekend-long special events,
\ the 60th Anniversary Gala Weekend and the (

third annual Festival of Latin American Jewish
#5.Culture. .

4

Each of these events required a major effort
by our volunteers. They have been thanked Q)
individually.
So here, I want to say a warm THANK YOU to /
vou all, but especially to the organizing n
committees: Y

F
f
Q‘) The Gala committee: Claire Osipov (chair), (?

Gallia Chud, Bluma Field, Sylvia

Friedman, Rose Harrod, Rikki Hoffer, (
Howard Hoffer, Arlene Jackson, Karen
IF','K.Kaplan, Stephen Kaplan. The Festival .}'.:

committee: Gloria Diaz (chair), Al Stein, and I.
And, as always, <jkni jt Cgfcb, j to our )
caretaker, losif Gershsteyn, who may have
gotten a few hours off those two weekends, but (
'»il’m not certain of that.
f Additionally, I would like to thank the

]

\

Q group of seniors and the group from Most/ (?
Bridge who fold, stuff, seal and stamp the

envelopes that get the Peretz Papers to you. /
'i —Donna Becker MacDermot 3
7 Program Coordinator N
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Continued from page 3, Treasurer’s Report

Library Reserve 1,342

The Treasurer urged the new Board to establish a
replacement reserve for inevitable major repairs and replace-
ments and to establish a House Committee to regularly
monitor the building and its operating systems. The
Treasurer urged the new Board to work with the Choir
Committee to arrive at a rational method of Choir support
and continuity without annual subsidy of over $10,000.
The Treasurer urged the new Board to pursue the matter of
outstanding construction deficiencies with VanCity Enter-
prises so that, finally, the Peretz Centre could assume
ownership of the building.

The Treasurer recognized and thanked Tom Hansen,
contract bookkeeper, for his attentive and proficient services.

IpPIl 06IFI’AF23

[ reported at the AGM,
we had year full of special
events commemorating our
60" Anniversary, some new
programs as well as our
regular ongoing programming.
Our special events were well
attended and enjoyed, and I
would like to thank all the staff
and volunteers who helped make them happen.
Attendance at our regular programs remains
steady, and we are pleased that this year we once
again have enough children to have two Sunday
School classes.

On the horizon:
"~ The final resolution of various building defi-
ciencies

" Renewed commitment to develop new programs
to attract culturally Jewish mixed marriage
families to our centre (If not us then who; if not
now then when?)

" To continue our connection to the Latin
American community and to extend it to the
growing Russian-Jewish community and the
Israeli community

" To renew our membership and thereby our
leadership

We encourage everyone to help us with these
programs and initiatives; please.

Some concerns to be addressed (in my
opinion):
*" Our paid membership is down.
"~ Except for Anton Friedman, the age of our
executive and other active members is rising.
" We are approaching a long-term deficit possibility.
~ We are unable to support some valuable and
necessary functions, such as a principal for our
education programs, an executive director for
the entire organization, a vegvayzer for the life
cycle events.
" We need to begin accumulating funds to deal
with inevitable building maintenance costs.
" We need funds to support youth programs to
keep our young people with us.
"~ And more. Pick your favourite issues and
concerns.
Of course, | am painting an exaggerated picture
to stimulate discussion, to promote action, and to
take steps to address the very real problems we face.

Thank you all. — Richard Rosenberg

s,juapilsaid
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Peretz Centre Schedule January - February '06
School reopens January 7

Youth

Special Events

@ B’nai Mitsva '07: Jan. 14, 28, Feb. 11, 25
@ B’nai Mitsva '08: Jan. 7, 21, Feb. 4, 18
@ Sunday School: every Sunday, 10:30-12:30

Adults and Seniors

@ Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir rehearsal: Tuesdays,
7:30-9:45 pm.

@ Yiddish Class: Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00 pMm.

@ Fraytik Tsu Nakht (Friday night Secular-Humanist
Shabbes celebration): Jan. 19, Feb. 16.

® Sholem Aleichem Seniors: Fridays, 10:30 AM.

ey,
You are invited to join the
Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir

Searle Friedman, founder

Sing in Yiddish, Hebrew, Ladino & English
every Tuesday evening, 7:30-9:45 pm

~ couldnt ™ I
% hoit!

i e

For information, =
phone Donna, 604-325-1812 F

—
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Richmond Public Library’s Judaica
Collection

The Richmond Public Library invites you to visit the Ben
and Esther Dayson Judaica Collection. Contains a wide
variety of Jewish books, and three Jewish newspapers: The
Jewish Independent, The International Jewish Post, and the
Canadian Jewish News. One of the best Judaica collections
in the Lower Mainland, this is a great resource for students,
families, recreational readers and researchers. Everyone is
free to borrow from this collection!

Located in the Ben and Esther Dayson Reading Lounge
on the 2nd floor of the Brighouse (Main) Branch at 7700
Minoru Gate, Richmond.

For more information please call Shelley Civkin at

604-231-6416.

Jan. 19, 6:30 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht

Feb. 4, 11:00 Am Tu b’Shvat Seder

Feb. 16, 6:30 pm: Fraytik tsu Nakht

Mar. 4, 11:00 Am Purim Party

Apr. 7, 6:00 PM Community Third Seder

Apr. 20, 6:30 Pm Fraytik tsu Nakht

May 18, 6:30 pm Fraytik tsu Nakht

Jun. 10, 2:30 AMm Vancouver Jewish Folk Choir
Spring Concert

The Klezmer Cruise

If your family came from Ukraine/Russia, you may
be interested in a Jewish Heritage tour that will

take place April 29 to May 11, 2007.

Marc and AC Dolgin wrote about their experiences in
the May/June 06 issue of Outlook (web archive: http://
www.ven.be.ca/outlook/library/articles/culture/
06m_ukraineRoots.htm) and are organizing this cruise
on the Dnieper River (Kiev to Odessa) with a Jewish
historian, an expert in Yiddish culture, and a whole
band of well-known klezmer musicians. For information:
http://www.magma.ca/~klezmercruise/homepage.html

or phone Avi or Ruth Dolgin, (604) 879-4466.

/ WATCH FOR AN ANNOUNCEMENT: \
This spring, the Peretz Centre will be screening
STARS OF THE DARK TIMES

a new musical documentary film made in Vancouver,
with Marlene Dietrich, Edith Piaf, Zarah Leander
and Lubov Orlova.

The director of the film will be on hand to answer

\ questions following the screening. /
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